
TERM 1 WEEK 9 NEWSLETTER 2024 

Dear Parents/Caregivers and our School Community, 

I had the pleasure of joining our Student Leaders on their GRIP camp last week in Albany. Our 

Primary and Secondary leaders each had a day at the GRIP conference and then one day 

experiencing Albany. You can read more about their adventures in this newsletter, or hear them at 

our Assembly this Thursday at 9am. This follows on from our first community meeting held in the 

Shire chambers just recently. It was great to see our community representatives attend and 

support our Student Leader program. Thank you to Liz Utting, Matt Bird, Rod McGrath, Gab Major 

and Tom Major for joining us. We look forward to working with you this year and building our 

leaders skills, confidence, and contribution to our community. 

 

Our term has been a productive one full of achievements. Our student numbers are up 18% on 

projected enrolments and this has allowed the school some space to increase our staff moving into 

next term. We welcome Kate Warburton to the EA role in our 5/6 class, and Niki Crane will join us 

4 days a week from next term. I am also proud to announce that we have Katharine Murphy joining 

us in the role of Student Wellbeing Officer. This is the same role as our Chaplain position, just with 

some rewording within the Department this year. Katharine is well represented in our community 

with Rave About Arts and we look forward to having her on board. 

 

One of the highlights this term was the International Womens Day breakfast that our Year 5/6 

leaders and 9/10 girls were able to attend with Mrs Gregory. A great opportunity for our future 

female leaders to connect within our female community leaders and see what is possible. We also 

celebrated a successful swimming carnival this term, our CCTV installation, good standing events, 

Harmony Day and even a visit from Gab Castro to facilitate a sound meditation session with our 

5/6 class. And as we come to the end of term, our year 3, 5, 7 and 9 students have recently 

completed their NAPLAN testing. The school hopes to have this data released to us by the end of 

next term, and parent reports to follow shortly after. We will notify parents/caregivers when these 

are available. If you have any questions over these reports we are happy to help guide you 

through or explain the information. 

 

We wish our Interschool Swimmers the best of luck at Lake Grace this week and remind 

parents/caregivers our last Assembly of the Term will be held on Thursday at 9am. We hope to 

see you there. 

 

Our students and staff return on Monday 15 April, please find our Term 2 planner included in this 

newsletter. 

 

I wish you all a safe and relaxing holiday break. 

Regards, 

 

Mat Kennedy 

PRINCIPAL  



FROM THE K-PP CLASSROOM 
 

In Literacy, the Kindy’s, and Pre-Primaries, have 

been practicing how to orally say words in a 

sentence using hoops which student jump into as 

they say each word in the sentence. In the images 

below the students are on either side of the mat and 

there are four hoops in the middle of the mat in a 

line and a chair with an object. The sentence they 

were practicing saying as they were jumping into 

each hoop was “I like to read”.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Art, the Kindy’s, and Pre-primaries have been learning about the connection between learning 

shapes and that shapes are everywhere around us. They have been using this knowledge to 

observe objects around such as toy fruit and vegetables and examining which shapes the fruit and 

vegetables look like. For example, a strawberry might look like a triangle or heart shape. The 

students use their knowledge of shapes and draw the fruit and vegetable as they examine the 

shape and details such as dots for seeds in the strawberry 

  



FROM THE YEAR 3/4 CLASSROOM 
 

In Year 3 and Year 4, students have been eagerly diving into new 
topics and utilizing digital technology to enhance their learning 
experiences. In HaSS, students have been focusing on famous 
explorers such as Captain James Cook, Zheng He, and William 
Dampier.  

 

Through various research projects, students have been uncovering 
the exciting and adventurous expeditions undertaken by these 
historical figures. Using a combination of library books and online 
resources, students have been immersing themselves in the 
fascinating worlds of exploration and discovery. From mapping out 
routes to learning about the challenges faced by these explorers, 
students have been expanding their knowledge and critical thinking 
skills. 

 

In Mathematics, students have been embracing the use of digital 
technology to enhance their understanding of number concepts. 
Utilising various educational apps and online tools, students have 
been engaging in interactive activities to reinforce their knowledge of 
addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division. The integration of 
technology has not only made learning more engaging but has also 
allowed students to practice and apply their mathematical skills in 
new and exciting ways. 

Overall, Year 3 and Year 4 
students have been fully 
immersed in their learning 
experiences, exploring new 
historical concepts in HaSS and 
utilising digital technology in 
Mathematics. Through these 
innovative approaches, students 
are not only expanding their 
knowledge and skills but are also 
developing a love for learning 
that will stay with them 
throughout their educational 
journey. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



FROM THE PRIMARY SCIENCES 
It has been an exciting start to 2024 for me being able to share my love of science with the primary 

classes. It has been great to be able to work with K-6 and Mr Richard Clapp in the secondary. 

This year we are following the high school's lead in our topics each term. First term has been 

Chemical Sciences. All students have participated in hands on activities based around key 

understandings of states of matter, properties of materials and changes to these. 

All students have enjoyed melting, freezing, mixing, separating and creating - as well as 

questioning, hypothesising and conducting some simple experiments. Hands on learning is 

definitely more interesting (and messier) than youtube!! We will be tackling Physical Sciences next 

term - but for now I hope you enjoy some of the photos from the term. 

 

  



FROM THE SECONDARY SCIENCE  
The year started with a bang, as the students 

have been doing chemistry for this term. 

The Year 7s have been learning about mixtures 

and how to separate using several different 

techniques, culminating in a distillation. 

The Year 8s learnt about changes in states of 

matter at the beginning of the term and moved 

onto the more interesting subject of chemical 

change. During this they performed several 

reactions to witness all the indicators of a 

chemical reaction. 

The Year 9s and 10s had a much harder task, 

learning about chemical formulae and learning 

how to rearrange compounds and balance 

equations. The Year 10s learned about different 

types of compounds. The Year 9s learned 

about the pH scale and the different types of 

reactions with acids. 

Both the 9s and 10s should be commended on 

their progress and achievements in one of the 

most difficult parts of science throughout their 

journey through school. 



FROM THE HOME EC CLASSROOM 
 

This term in Home Economics the students have been learning about their diets and the effect on 

their bodies due to a poor diet. The Year 9’s and 10’s have been delving into the influences that 

affect our diet and the diet related disorders, religious influences and cultural beliefs, the functions 

of food and how nutrients effect our body. The Year 7’s and 8’s have been learning about a 

balanced diet and how the choices they make can be detrimental to their health. They have 

learned how they make a meal that would traditionally be seen as an unhealthy meal into a 

healthier option and catering to the nutrients their bodies need. 

 

The students have worked hard 

to not only improve their choice 

in food but work on their knife 

and cooking skills. For the Year 

7s, being their first time 

participating in Home Economics, 

have learnt how to correctly hold 

a knife and use it safely while in 

the kitchen to prevent injuries. 

The students have also 

investigated the hygiene and 

safety measure used in the 

kitchen, resulting in the 

completing and receiving a food 

safety certificate. 

 

 

Over the past few weeks, the Year 8 

students created a smoothie and 

linked the nutritional value and 

health benefits of the ingredients. 

Once they had created their recipe, 

they had to make a shopping list for 

their ingredients to be purchased. 

Once they had made their smoothies 

the students were required to 

critique their product and make 

adjustments to their original recipe 

based on the evaluation they made. 

The following week they remade 

their smoothies with the adjustments 

made. There was some interesting 

creations, with a couple of the 

students deciding it was not the best 

combination, but overall most over the students were surprisingly impressed with their creations. 

 

 

 



PRIMARY PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

In Physical Education, students have been 

learning the fundamental movement skills 

associated with cricket and using these in 

modified games. They first had an introduction 

to cricket, when Jarrod from Cricket WA 

visited and run an introductory session, which 

the students really enjoyed. We have been 

working on our catching, throwing, bowling 

and batting and there have been some big 

improvements in these areas, for students. 

Over the next few weeks, Year 3 to 6s will be 

playing games of T20, while the Ks to Year 2s 

will be continuing on with their skills and 

applying these to fun, modified games. Year 5 and 6s will also be learning how to set up and run 

their own T20 competition, where they are responsible for making up teams, setting up the field 

and equipment, scoring and umpiring, along with my assistance.  

Next term, students will start training for the annual Cross country, if you have some time in your 
school holidays, it is a great opportunity to start some training and get the students (and families) 
fitness up before school returns.  

 

 

  



FROM OUR NOONGAR LANGUAGE CLASSROOM 

Kaya Wanjoo Families and Caregivers 

In Noongar this Term, the Year 3-6 students have participated in 
many wonderful, cultural learning experiences already. It was great 
to read the students prior knowledge and understanding of what 
Noongar is, and what they would like to learn from these lessons. 

Thanks to moorditj (great) local artist and former RDHS student Jy 
Bennell, the students began the term by colouring in their custom 
book covers that Jy designed for our 4 Year groups. Year 3 - Djil-
djits (fish), Year 4 - Bambas (stingrays), Year 5 - Kardas 
(goannas), and Year 6 - Yongkas (kangaroos). 

The students have been so enthusiastic to learn about the Noongar 
Language and Culture, that we have squeezed in a lot of work 
already!! This includes a brief history of the Noongar people, the 14 
dialects and regions of the Noongar people, and how and where 
they lived in the Southern parts of Western Australia.  

Photos: Their resourcefulness in the using of Bush Tucker 
and Medicine in their everyday lives. How sustainability and 
looking after the land is an important part of their culture. 
The six Noongar seasons. Connections to Country and 
drafting our very own Acknowledgement of Country for 
RDHS. 

We celebrated 
International 
Women’s Day 
and had great 

discussions about what we thought the roles of 
Noongar women were now and 100 years ago. The 
importance of their role within their families, and how 
things may have changed over the years. 

Our first LOTE language topic has been ‘Moort’ 
(Family), and students are really getting the hang of 
pronouncing some of the trickier words!! 

 

To top it off, the students have also been learning 
some of the Indigenous games played by First 
Nations People, with the favourite so far being 
Yongka Yongka (Kangaroo, Kangaroo). 

I look forward to continuing our cultural learning 
journey in Term 2. 

Yangke Boordawan (Thank you, Goodbye) 

Mrs Cordon   



FROM OUR SWIMMING CARNIVAL 
 

In week five of Term 1, Ravensthorpe DHS held their annual 

swimming carnival. Although the weather was not the greatest, 

everyone competed to their absolute best. Congratulations to 

everyone who received a Champion, Runner-Up Champion or 

Good Spirt Medallion. Gladiators won the day, narrowly 

beating out the Warriors by 20 points.  

 

Congratulations to our 3 Record Breakers: 

 

Smith Belli – 25m Year 5 Boys Freestyle 

Kaylee Jones – 25m Year 6 Girls Backstroke 

Reagan Belli – Year 3 Across the pool Freestyle. 

 

A special thank you 

to all of the 

volunteers who 

helped out on the 

day, timing and 

judging is not an 

easy job! Thank you 

to the staff who 

looked after us on 

the day – we love 

showing you what 

we can do in a sporting environment.   

 

We were so proud of the effort everyone put in on this cold 

day, from the smallest Pre-Primaries to the biggest Year 10’s. 

We are looking forward to participating in Interschool at Lake 

Grace Swimming Pool 

on March 27.  

By Mia Thomas and 
Riley Jones 

  



INTERNATIONAL WOMENS DAY 
 

"Today, we are celebrating the strength, 

determination and resilience of Women 

everywhere." Michelle Obama. "The success of 

women should be the inspiration to another. We 

should raise each other up". Serena Williams. Don't 

think about making women fit the world - think about 

making the world fit women'. Gloria Steinem. 

International Women's Day is a day celebrated 

annually on the 8 March. It is a special time to 

celebrate the incredible women in our lives and a 

day to honour and acknowledge their achievements 

and show our appreciation for what that they do and 

what they're going to do. Students from Year 9 & 

10, as well as the student leaders were invited for 

morning tea at the Ravensthorpe CRC. Ladies from 

the community, Arcadium Lithium and FQM shared 

and discussed their experiences as women facing 

challenges in society and how they overcame them. 

Marika, from Arcadium Lithium, shared with us how 

there were no female clothing for women when she 

started working in a predominately male heavy 

industry and she had to wear clothing that didn't fit 

properly. Many amazing women shared their stories 

and us students were very grateful for the 

experience. Croissants, fruit, scones and cakes 

made the day that even more sweeter and we 

appreciate the contributions that both companies 

and the CRC made to the day. This was a great 

experience and an opportunity for the girls and we 

learnt the importance of women and how far we've 

come in history.  

   

 



FROM THE PRIMARY MUSIC CLASS 
 

The Year 1/2 and Pre-Primary children have 

enthusiastically embraced Music this term. They've 

shown immense joy in singing, dancing, and 

discovering body percussion techniques. 

I incorporate a diverse repertoire of rhymes, chants, 

and songs for our sessions, ensuring a rich and 

engaging experience for the children. 

Through body percussion exercises, we've 

demonstrated how rhythm and beat can be created 

without the need for traditional instruments. 

Music and oral language blend together seamlessly. 

This integration is vital as it enhances the children's 

articulation and communication skills. 

Engaging in music and speaking activities offers the 

children multiple avenues for creative expression, 

allowing them to delve into their emotions and ideas in 

meaningful ways. 

Research indicates that music aids memory and 

learning. Songs, chants, and rhymes assist the 

children to utilize melody and rhythm to retain 

information. 

Overall, the Music lessons not only foster a love 

for music but also contribute significantly to the 

children's linguistic, cognitive, and emotional 

development. 

  

 

 

 



FROM THE SECONDARY MATHS CLASSROOM 
 

We have had a very productive Term 1 in mathematics.  

This term the Year 7 students have been focusing on key 

number skills with complex practice of working with 

integers, the cartesian plane, square and cube numbers 

and their roots (including estimating roots of non-perfect 

squares), fractions and decimals. Including three Rich 

Tasks: Exploring odd numbers, Exploring patterns with 

triangle numbers and Exploring patterns with square 

numbers. 

The Year 8 students have also been developing their key 

number skills whilst working with integers, rational 

numbers (with a focus on terminating and recurring 

decimals), percentages including in financial applications: 

GST, mark-ups and discounts and profit and loss. A lot of 

emphasis has been placed on terminology to develop 

both Year 7 and Year 8 literacy and numeracy ability 

enhancing their communication skills through Critical and 

Creative Thinking. 

Meanwhile the Year 9 students have revised and reinforced 

their knowledge of decimals and fractions before learning 

about direct, inverse and graphical proportion. They then went 

on to learn about indices (positive, negative and zero with 

some students also studying fractional), extended to Standard 

Index Notation. Finally, they have worked with exponential 

growth and decay including compound interest.  

 

The Year 10 class have had a similar start to the term, 

revising key number skills, before developing further 

knowledge of quadratic factorising and expansion. Some 

students have also worked on algebraic fractions 

(including those with quadratic components) and 

equations of circles and tangents. 

 

 

During Week 6 all high school students took part in a Maths lesson devoted to International Women’s Day, 

learning about famous female mathematicians and useful everyday objects invented by women. During 

Week 8 as part of Harmony Day all high school students have also learnt about tessellation and its 

application in construction, the natural world and art (including M. C. Escher’s significant contribution to 

graphical design). 

During week 2 Year 5/6 students were guests in the Mathematics Department, taking part in a “Place 

Values” lesson. They learnt how able to recognise the place value of a digit, understood that the value of a 

digit varies based on its place value and were able to multiply and divide by powers of 10. 

During week 6 Year 3/4 students were guests in the Mathematics Department, taking part in a “Solving 

times tables by skip counting arrays” lesson. Using cubes in group activities they were able to solve 2-, 5- 

and 10-times tables equations by drawing/making arrays and skip counting the rows/columns. 

Inviting primary students to maths lessons is something close to Mr Fox, developing working relationships 

with students and colleagues. Hopefully students will enjoy the lessons (more are planned for future terms) 

and help them look forward to being a part of the High School community in the not-so-distant future. 



HARMONY DAY 
 

Last week, we celebrated Harmony Day at our school by wearing orange to show our support for 

cultural diversity and inclusion. It was amazing to see our students come together in unity and 

respect for one another. 

In addition to wearing orange, our lovely school library has been beautifully decorated with 
colourful decorations to further emphasize the importance of harmony and acceptance in our 
community.    

 

 

 



2024 TERM 2 PLANNER  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Term 2 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

April 

Week 1 

15 

 

16 

 

17 

 

 

18 

 

 

19 

Radio Lollipop 

April 

Week 2 

22 

OLNA → 

HaSS Week → 

23 

 

24 

 

25 

Anzac Day – 

Student Leaders @ 

Ravy Ceremony 

Public Holiday 

26 

 

April/May 

Week 3 

29 

P and C 

30 

 

1 

 

2 

 

3 

 OLNA closes 

May 

Week 4 

6 

 

 

 

7 

PPP talk tbc 

 

 

8 

 

 

9 

Newsletter articles 

due 

Student Council 

School Council  

10 

Assembly  

Mothers’ Day Morning 

Tea tbc 

 

May 

Week 5 

13 14 

Newsletter released 

 

15 

 

16 

RDHS Cross 

Country tbc 

 

17 
 

May 

Week 6 

20 

 

21 

 

22 

 

23 

 

24 
GS events tbc 
Sorry Day 

May 

Week 7 

27 

Secondary exams 

National 

Reconciliation 

Week 

28  

Secondary exams  

 

29  

Secondary exams 

30 

Secondary exams 

Pyjamas and 

pancakes! 

 

31 

SDD – no students 

June 

Week 8 

 

3 

 

Public Holiday 

4 

Exam catchups 

 

 

5 

 

 

 

6 

Student Council 
 
Skills and Drills  

7  

Assembly 
 

 

 

June 

Week 9 

10 
P and C tbc 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
Newsletter articles 

due  

14 

Interschool Cross -
Country tbc 

June 

Week 10 

17 18 

Newsletter released 

19  

 

20 

 

21 

Assembly 

June 

Week 11 

24 25 

 

26 

 

27  

Reports home 

28  
GS events  
Crazy Hair Day 

Meetings/Assemblies Incursions Educational events 

Sports events Deadlines/information Social 



 

ATTENDANCE INFORMATION AND SUPPORT 

Going to school every day is vitally important so your child does not miss out on important 
ideas, concepts, knowledge and skills for future learning.  At our school, we want your 
children to do their very best. To get the best education, they need to go to school every 
day. 

What can you do to help your child? 

• Have a set time for your child to go to bed at night and get up in the morning. 
• Have their uniform and school bag ready the night before. 

• Have a set time for breakfast. 

• Set a time for daily homework activities. 

• Talk about school positively. 

• If running late, encourage your child to still go to school and reassure them that you will let the 

school know. 

• Organise for your child to meet a friend before school so they can arrive at school together. 

• Get involved at school through volunteering or participate in school programs, events or join the 

Parents and Citizens’ Association. 

Do you need to let the school know if your child will be away from school? 

Yes, you need to let office staff know that your child will be absent from school and the 
reason why as soon as possible. 

Having information about why a child is missing school helps us plan for their return to school 
and to work out whether we can provide any further help to you. 

What will staff at our school do to help? 

• Offer developmentally, socially and culturally responsive learning opportunities to engage students. 

• Monitor every student’s attendance and work with parents to overcome problems affecting 

attendance. 

• Provide predictable routines to help students know what to expect to reduce anxiety about going to 

school. 

• Talk with you about involving support staff such as and other agencies or organisations to help. 

• Talk with you about local services that may also be able to help such as Headspace, Youthline and 

Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS). 

The teenage years are a time for young people to develop independence and find their place in 
the world, including how they take part in their school life. 

By working together, our school community can support your child’s attendance. 

What can you do to help your teenager? 

• Act early. It is important to understand and work on the underlying reasons why your teenager is 

not going to school. 
• On average, teenagers need eight to nine hours sleep a night to be healthy and alert. 

Maintaining a daily routine helps.  This may include monitoring internet, mobile phone and 

television use at night to ensure sleep is not disturbed. 

• Try not to make appointments or take holidays during school time.  This can make it difficult to 

catch up on missed school-work, and cause anxiety about attending school. 

• Don’t let your teenager stay home unless they are genuinely sick. 

• Don’t let your teenager stay home to finish an assignment that is due.  Make attendance the 

number one priority. 



• Teach them that attending to commitments is important. 

Do you need to let the school know if your teenager will be away from school? 

• Yes, you need to let office staff know the reason why your teenager is going to be or has been 

absent from school as soon as possible. 

• Don’t feel the need to ‘cover up’ the reason for your teenager’s absence. 

• Be honest so we can work with you and your teenager to improve their attendance. 

• Having information about why your teenager is missing school helps us plan for their return, and 

to work out whether we can provide any further help to you. 

• Have clear expectations about after school jobs. Make sure work does not impact on their ability 

to get to school each day or interfere with study. 

• Encourage extracurricular activities such as sport and creative activities. They can help your 

teenager develop positive relationships and experience success, helping them feel more 

motivated. 

 



 

Interschool Swimming Carnival Records Broken 
 

 

Name Age Race Time 
    

Smith Belli 10 yr old 50m Backstroke 1.02.76 

William Copeland 9 yr old 25m Breaststroke 30.31 

Laithan Arnold 14 yr old 50m Breaststroke 55.46 

Harrison Bermingham 15 yr old 50m Freestyle 35.18 

 

 

 

Interschool Swimming Champions 
 

 

Name Champion 
  

William Copeland 9YO Runner Up Champion Boy 

Smith Belli 10YO Champion Boy 

Kaylee Jones 11YO Runner Up Champion Girl 

Autumn Quartermaine 12YO Runner Up Champion Girl 

Laithan Arnold 14YO Runner Up Champion Boy 

Harrison Bermingham 15YO Champion Boy 

 

 


