
 

This year ANZAC Day was 
commemorated by the school in 
partnership with the Shire of 
Ravensthorpe on Thursday 25 
April, at 10am. Our Student 
Leaders, as representatives of the 
school student body, performed 
several significant roles in the 
ceremony, including the raising 
and lowering of the flags and the 
laying of the wreaths for the school 
and school community. A couple of 
our students were chosen to 
conduct a small speech during the 
reflection ceremony after the parade. 
Our student leaders proudly joined in 
the march from the Ravensthorpe 
Country Kitchen to the War Memorial 
while led by Mrs Denham and Mr Fox. 

 

 

 

 



ANZAC ART WORK FROM THE PRIMARY 
 

  



FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

 

Dear Parents/Caregivers and School Community, 

 

Our Student Leaders, dressed in school uniform, participated in the Shire service on ANZAC Day 

and proudly represented our school. Mrs Denham and Mr Fox lead the parade down the main 

street to the memorial and our leaders raised and lowered the flags, laid wreaths that our 5/6 

students had made, and addressed a welcoming and reflective community. I had a great 

opportunity to have conversations with some of our community members and there was some 

really positive feedback about our Leaders involvement. 

Our Student Leaders reflected on their first few weeks of term this week at their student meeting 

and set about getting to work on their goals for the term. Pyjama and Pancake Day is scheduled 

for Thursday 30 May and then Crazy Hair Day on Friday 28 June which they are very excited 

about. At the beginning of term, they fundraised for Radio Lollipop and collected $166! 

We had our first School Council meeting of the year last week and we welcome our new members 

Matt Bird, Madeleine Norman and Ethan Clarke. We had an opportunity to walk around the school 

and discuss the projects the school has underway and will be undertaking. These include the 

primary shade project, new fencing for Morgans and Hosking Street, the bus bay relocation, the 

funky monkey bars shade and the Kindy playground area. 

The Minister of Education visited us on Wednesday 1 May and spent an hour at our school. This 

was not only a great opportunity for him to meet our staff and students as he toured classrooms 

and interacted with our kids, but also discuss the regional funding opportunities and infrastructure 

support. Dr Buti was able to see where our attraction and retention incentives and District High 

School funding goes to and the importance of us receiving this to provide staff and students with 

the opportunities we do. He particularly enjoyed his time in Home Economics making some pierogi 

and listening to the stories of the black plague with Mrs Denham in HaSS. 

As the middle of the term approaches, we have cross country nearly upon us! Unfortunately, due 

some of the fire mitigation work, our cross-country track is unusable this year and a new track will 

need to be set. The Shire have been supportive and will have the trees over the track burnt off or 

removed in time for next years event. We welcome all our parents and caregivers to this event on 

Tuesday 21 May. 

A reminder that Friday 31 May is a Staff Development Day and no students will attend school. 

Please find the up-to-date Term Planner in this newsletter.  

We also look forward to seeing our Parents and Caregivers at our first Assembly this Friday 17 

May with our 3/4 item followed by our Mothers’ Day activities.  

 

 

Regards, 

 

Mat 

 

  



FROM THE YEAR 3/4 CLASSROOM 
 

This term, the Year 3/4 class have been busy exploring a variety of topics and engaging in hands-
on learning activities. From measuring length, weight, and capacity to delving into HaSS and 
English lessons, students have been fully immersed in their learning. 
 
In Mathematics, Year 3/4 have been busy using hands-on activities to measure different objects. 
From measuring the length of pencils and tables to weighing various objects, students have been 
able to apply their knowledge in a practical way. This has not only made learning more engaging 
but has also improved their understanding of these concepts. 
 
In HaSS, students have been learning about how communities have changed over time. Through 
research and discussions, they have explored different aspects of communities and compared 
what is similar and different. This has allowed them to gain a deeper understanding of the world 
around them and how societies have evolved over time. 
 
In our English lessons, students have been working on persuasive texts through their Talk for 
Writing text 'Pools are Better than Beaches'. This has allowed them to develop their writing skills 
and learn how to effectively persuade others through their writing. They have been able to 
creatively express their opinions while also learning important writing techniques. 
 
Overall, it has been a productive and engaging term for our year 3/4 class. We look forward to 
continuing our exploration of new topics and activities in the upcoming weeks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



FROM OUR NOONGAR LANGUAGE CLASSROOM 

Kaya!! 

The students have had a wonderful start to Term 2 in 
LOTE, and we have been lucky enough to have the Year 
1/2 class join our weekly Noongar lessons also this term. 
Year 3/4 and 5/6 have been busy learning the Noongar 
words in relation to ‘Family’, as well as how to start a 
conversation in Noongar. The Year 1/2’s have been 
learning all about ‘Nidja Maambakoort’ (This is the 
ocean), and the Kep barna (sea creatures) that live in the 
ocean or at the beach. They have been like little sea 
sponges, soaking it all up, and I am super impressed with 
their eagerness to learn about the Noongar Language 
and Culture. 

The 27 May marks the beginning of Reconciliation Week 
and National Sorry Day, and all students have been 
exploring ways, we as Australians can contribute to 
achieving reconciliation in Australia. 

They have been producing some fabulous artwork 
encompassing the meaning of reconciliation, using the 
purple Native Hibiscus, which is the symbol for Sorry Day 
and reconciliation. This species of flower is known for its 
resilience and ability to survive under harsh circumstances. 
These meaningful art pieces will be displayed within the 
school during Reconciliation week. 

Yangke Moort, 

Mrs Cordon 

  



FROM THE PRIMARY HEALTH CLASSES 
Our term focus area is drug education. This is one part of the WA Curriculum. 

“A drug is defined as any substance which, when taken into the body, alters its function physically 

and/or psychologically, excluding food, water and oxygen.” SDERA: Challenges and Choices 

2013. 

Children become aware of drugs from an early age. They gain information and form attitudes 

about drugs and drug use issues from a range of influences including family, friends, peers, 

school, the community and the media. 

Students will be taught safe storage of medicines and other substances that are potentially harmful 

(eg. flammable liquids, detergents, insecticides) We will also focus on skill development and 

provide students with the capacity to make healthy choices and decisions for their own and others’ 

well being. 

Drug education in the early years (Preprimary, Year 1 and 2) focuses on prescription and over-the-

counter medicines; alternatives to medicines such as relaxation and using coping strategies; 

hazardous and poisonous substances such as cleaning and gardening products, and the warning 

signs and wording on these; legal drugs such as caffeine, energy drinks, and tobacco (passive 

smoking). 

Drug education in the middle years (Year 5 and 6) focuses on safe use of analgesics, prescription 

and over-the counter medicines and non-medicinal alternatives to these drugs such as relaxation 

and coping strategies; legal drugs such as caffeine, energy drinks, and tobacco (passive smoking) 

and alcohol; and illegal drugs such as cannabis. 

Parents and care givers are the most important influence in a child’s life. Your child/children need 

to feel safe to be able to have discussions and ask questions. We encourage you to have these 

conversations with your child/ren. 

 

 

 

 

  

Some art work with Mrs Crane 



OUT AND ABOUT IN THE PRIMARY PLAYGROUND 
 

Recess and lunch breaks are important and 

fun parts of the school day for students. 

Students have routines and expectations to 

follow outside, just as they do inside. The 

following is an example of a typical day for our 

Primary children outside of the classroom. 

Children enjoy delicious treats from home as 

they sit and chat with friends at recess time 

before going to play. 

“At recess time I sit on the bench seat outside 

our classroom with Isla and Evie. Mum makes 

me yummy slices and cakes to eat, and I also 

like munching on Chickpeas and Fava Beans.” 

(Sophie) 

 I love playing chasey with my friends. We are 

good at climbing on the swings.” (Zander)  

At lunch time students are required to sit and 

eat their lunch before being dismissed by the 

duty teacher. 

 “I sit on the veranda with my mates to eat 

lunch, we talk about random things. Mum 

packs me sandwiches, fruit and sometimes 

Cheese Pretzels which are my favourite. When 

we are dismissed, we play footy on the oval.” 

(Michiel) 

“During the breaks I catch up with my 

friends. We talk about what is going 

on in our lives. Floors Lava chasey is 

a game we enjoy playing.” (Ada) 

Different year levels have designated 

play areas around the school.  

“I love playing in the sand pit with my 

friends.” (Poppy) 

“I enjoy playing football and cricket 

on the oval with the boys. Sometimes 

Chirsty joins in.” (William) 



When the siren sounds at the conclusion of a 

break students know and understand the routine 

they are to follow. 

“When the siren goes after recess and lunch, we 

go to the toilet, wash my hands, and run back to 

our classroom. We line up with our lunchboxes. 

We have a drink of water and put our hats into our 

classroom trays.” (Year 1 & 2 children) 

There are many elements of social play that 

are particularly helpful to children’s social 

and emotional development. When children 

play together, undirected by a grown-up they 

share ideas and show their remarkable 

ability for exploration, imagination and 

decision making. 

PLAY: 

*Builds confidence. 

*Develops social skills, language, and 

communication. 

*Fosters caring about others and the 

environment. 

 

Mrs Coralie Daw 

 

 

 

 

  



FROM THE MATHS DEPARTMENT 
 

Year 3/4 were welcomed to the maths 

room for a lesson combining length, 

mass and capacity. They now know that 

there is 1 million millimetres in a 

kilometre.  

The future is bright. 

Year 5/6 once again were guests in the 

secondary Maths class where a fun 

lesson on equivalent fractions was 

enjoyed by students and staff. 

Well 𝟏𝟐
𝟏𝟔⁄  of them, or is that 𝟑 𝟒⁄ ? 

Year 7 started by working on fractions 

including squaring and cubing the 

numerator and/or denominator. Students have now moved on to decimals including recurring and 

terminating where they have also been carrying out decimal calculations (no calculator allowed) by 

converting them to fractions. 

Does 𝟎. 𝟗 ̇ 𝒓𝒆𝒂𝒍𝒍𝒚 𝒆𝒒𝒖𝒂𝒍 𝟏? Will it never end? 

Year 8 started with work on percentages including profit and loss, discounts and GST. They have 

almost finished the first algebra unit of the year where they have been looking at using the four 

operations (+, -, x, ÷) on algebraic terms including expanding brackets.  

They know that 3(x + 4) does not expand to 3(x          +          4) 

Year 9 started the term by carrying out calculations using standard form – large and small 

numbers. Representing data using scatter graphs, stem-and-leaf diagrams and histograms. 

Recently they have been introduced to Pythagoras’ Theorem including some real-world uses. 

How did Pythagoras win a Fishing Competition? 

 

Year 10 have been doing lots of algebra starting with simplifying and substitution. Moving onto 

solving algebraic Inequalities including using number lines to represent them as well as drawing 

their graphs whilst learning real world applications. Recently they have been working on various 

types of graphs including linear, quadratic, circles, cubics and parallel/perpendicular lines.  

I used to be square but then I gave myself to a higher power... 

Finally, a puzzle for you all: 

What four-digit number reverses itself when multiplied by 4? As in, what are the digits a, b, 

c and d such that the number 

abcd x 4 = dcba? (In this 

problem, the letters a, b, c and 

d all stand for different digits.) 

Answers to Mr. Fox please. 

  

He was a Good Angler. 



FROM OUR HOME EC & D&T CLASSES 

 

The Secondary Students have been working 

really hard on their project in Woodwork. This 

is the first introduction to woodwork for the 

Year 7’s and started off with a serving platter. 

With this project the students were focusing 

how to do a rub join by rubbing to pieces of 

wood together with glue. This makes sure that 

there are no air bubbles in the glue and that 

there is good coverage of glue along the 

whole surface of the join. All the platters look 

fantastic with the use of pine and jarrah to give 

the contrast of colours. 

 

 

 

 

The Year 8’s started off with focusing on their 

cutting skill on the bandsaw with a key holder. 

The students had to design a shape for their 

holder, taking into account their ability to cut it 

out using the bandsaw. They learnt how to do 

the smile test, where they need to close their 

eyes and run a finger around the edge of their 

holder. If there is not a rough spot on their 

edges, they cannot help but smile. Now that 

their key holders are complete, the students 

are testing out their precision marking for a 

dice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FROM OUR HOME EC  & D&T CLASSES CONT’D 

 

The Year 9 students have been focusing on their measurement and marking out skills with making 

a toolbox. They have found out that if they do not mark out their sides symmetrically, their 

toolboxes with not be square when assembling them. Now that most of the students have finished 

their toolboxes, we are starting on a new project of a magazine rack. 

The Year 10 students have been working hard on making a paper towel holder. This is a bigger 

project for the Year 10’s and has lots of different elements for it to come together. They have 

started to use some bigger machines, under the supervision of Mrs Atkins, that they have not used 

before. The table router is the main machine they have used for this project, to cut channels in 

their material. The students have had to concentrate on where they are marking out areas to cut 

out, making sure they cut out on the right side so that their side pieces mirror each other. We have 

had a few mishaps in this area, but they have also learnt how we can rectify problems that we 

encounter. 

 

STUDENT COUNCIL REPORT 
Good Standing – Easter Egg Hunt 

The Easter Egg Hunt was a fun event that ensured we all enjoyed our good standing activity. 

Different year levels had different areas that they had to do the Easter egg hunt and all students 

were lucky to enjoy some chocolate at the end. Some students won easter bunnies in the raffle 

and were able to take these home for their holidays. 

Radio Lollipop 

Radio Lollipop is a charitable organization providing a care, comfort, play and entertainment 

service for children in hospital. It allows them to have some entertainment and choose their 

favourite songs to listen to, while they are undergoing treatment. This event was held on the 19 

April and raised $166.50 by allowing students to come in casual dress for a gold coin donation. 

Some students dressed in their favourite teams’ colours, while others wore pyjamas. 

Anzac Day 

On the 25 April the student leaders marched in the ANZAC Parade and laid wreaths and rose 

flags. We sang songs including the Australian and New Zealand national anthems. The service 

was conducted by Reverend Harold Lee and the morning tea was organised by the Ravensthorpe 

P&C. The day started at the Country Kitchen and marched down to the memorial, here, student 

leaders raised the flags and laid the wreaths. After we sang song, we listened to speeches from 

Reverend Harold Lee and Mrs Denham. Once this was finished, we went to the undercover area 

for a delicious morning tea. ANZAC Day is a great reminder of how lucky we are due to those who 

sacrificed themselves.  



2024 TERM 2 PLANNER  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Term 2 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

April 

Week 1 

15 

 

16 

 

17 

 

 

18 

 

 

19 

Radio Lollipop 

April 

Week 2 

22 

OLNA → 

HaSS Week → 

23 

 

24 

 

25 

Anzac Day – 

Student Leaders @ 

Ravy Ceremony 

Public Holiday 

26 

 

April/May 

Week 3 

29 

 

30 

 

1 

 

2 

 

3 

 OLNA closes 

May 

Week 4 

6 

 

 

 

7 

PPP talk 

 

School Council  

8 

 

 

 

9 

Newsletter articles 

due 

Student Council  

10 

  

May 

Week 5 

13  

P and C 

14 

 

15 

Newsletter released 

 

16 

 

17 

Assembly 3/4 

Mothers’ Day Morning 
Tea 

May 

Week 6 

20 

 

21 

RDHS Cross Country 

22 

National 

Simultaneous 

Storytime Day 

23 

 

24 
GS events  
Sorry Day 

May 

Week 7 

27 

Secondary exams 

Book Fair  

National 

Reconciliation 

Week 

28  

Secondary exams  

Book Fair  

 

 

29  

Secondary exams 

Book Fair  

 

30 

Secondary exams 

Pyjamas and 

pancakes! 

 

31 

SDD  

June 

Week 8 

 

3 

 

 

4 

Exam catchups 

 

 

5 

Skills and Drills 

 

 

6 

Student Council 
 
 

7  

Assembly 
 

 

 

June 

Week 9 

10 
P and C 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
Newsletter articles 

due  

14 

Interschool Cross -
Country  

June 

Week 10 

17 18 

Newsletter released 

19  

 

20 

 

21 

Assembly 

June 

Week 11 

24 25 

 

26 

 

27  

Reports home 

28  
GS events  
Crazy Hair Day 

Meetings/Assemblies Incursions Educational events 

Sports events Deadlines/information Social 



ATTENDANCE INFORMATION AND SUPPORT 

Going to school every day is vitally important so your child does not miss out on important 
ideas, concepts, knowledge and skills for future learning.  At our school, we want your 
children to do their very best. To get the best education, they need to go to school every 
day. 

What can you do to help your child? 

• Have a set time for your child to go to bed at night and get up in the morning. 
• Have their uniform and school bag ready the night before. 

• Have a set time for breakfast. 

• Set a time for daily homework activities. 

• Talk about school positively. 

• If running late, encourage your child to still go to school and reassure them that you will let the 

school know. 

• Organise for your child to meet a friend before school so they can arrive at school together. 

• Get involved at school through volunteering or participate in school programs, events or join the 

Parents and Citizens’ Association. 

Do you need to let the school know if your child will be away from school? 

Yes, you need to let office staff know that your child will be absent from school and the 
reason why as soon as possible. 

Having information about why a child is missing school helps us plan for their return to school 
and to work out whether we can provide any further help to you. 

What will staff at our school do to help? 

• Offer developmentally, socially and culturally responsive learning opportunities to engage students. 

• Monitor every student’s attendance and work with parents to overcome problems affecting 

attendance. 

• Provide predictable routines to help students know what to expect to reduce anxiety about going to 

school. 

• Talk with you about involving support staff such as and other agencies or organisations to help. 

• Talk with you about local services that may also be able to help such as Headspace, Youthline and 

Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS). 

The teenage years are a time for young people to develop independence and find their place in 
the world, including how they take part in their school life. 

By working together, our school community can support your child’s attendance. 

What can you do to help your teenager? 

• Act early. It is important to understand and work on the underlying reasons why your teenager is 

not going to school. 
• On average, teenagers need eight to nine hours sleep a night to be healthy and alert. 

Maintaining a daily routine helps.  This may include monitoring internet, mobile phone and 

television use at night to ensure sleep is not disturbed. 

• Try not to make appointments or take holidays during school time.  This can make it difficult to 

catch up on missed school-work, and cause anxiety about attending school. 

• Don’t let your teenager stay home unless they are genuinely sick. 

• Don’t let your teenager stay home to finish an assignment that is due.  Make attendance the 

number one priority. 

• Teach them that attending to commitments is important. 



Do you need to let the school know if your teenager will be away from school? 

• Yes, you need to let office staff know the reason why your teenager is going to be or has been 

absent from school as soon as possible. 

• Don’t feel the need to ‘cover up’ the reason for your teenager’s absence. 

• Be honest so we can work with you and your teenager to improve their attendance. 

• Having information about why your teenager is missing school helps us plan for their return, and 

to work out whether we can provide any further help to you. 

• Have clear expectations about after school jobs. Make sure work does not impact on their ability 

to get to school each day or interfere with study. 

• Encourage extracurricular activities such as sport and creative activities. They can help your 

teenager develop positive relationships and experience success, helping them feel more 

motivated. 

 

 


