RAVENSTHORPE

DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL

TERM 1 WEEK 5 NEWSLETTER 2024

Dear Parents/Caregivers and our School Community,

We can celebrate a wonderful start to the year with many achievements in the first half of this term.

A big congratulations to our student leader nominees who took the time to write their own
speeches and deliver them to our community. While not all nominees were successful in attaining
a Student Leader Badge, all those that participated should be proud for putting your hand up and
having a go. Can | also make special mention of our Head Boy Claude, and Head Girl Bree-Anna
who spoke so well at Assembly. We look forward to a great year with you both leading our student
voice.

Our Student Leaders had their first meeting this week and they are already getting to work on their
plans for this year. Our Leaders will venture to Albany for their GRIP camp at the end of Week 8
this term. Here they will participate in a student leader conference that will empower them with
strategies and skills to lead our student voice. Our leaders are responsible for organising our good
standing activities, writing newsletter articles and running assemblies — they have already
renegotiated the play areas for our students at their first meeting! They will have opportunities to
connect with our local community and broader Esperance network of student leaders this year.

In week 3 of this term, our new Year 7 High School students participated in their transition camp
with Mr Fox, Miss Wrout and Mrs Atkins. This was a great chance to build some relationships with
staff and other students and participate in a range of experiences. Check out the article further on
in our newsletter.

In terms of Councils, we are very pleased to have multiple community and parent nominations for
our School Council. These nominations closed at the end of last week and we look forward to
welcoming our new members at our first meeting early next term.

NAPLAN information will be going out next week and this is timetabled for Week 7 and 8 of this
term for our Year 3,5 7 and 9 students. Also, a friendly reminder that the Dental Van is on school
site until the end of this term. All appointments are handled through the Dental van, not the school,
and they can be contacted on 0439 475 283 (phone only, not sms).

Finally, | look forward to seeing everyone at our Swimming Carnival this Friday 1 March! Our PP to
10s will be participating from 9am.

Regards,

Mat Kennedy
PRINCIPAL



FROM THE YEAR 1/2 CLASSROOM

Hello Parents and Caregivers,

Well...where to start? This term has seen our children learning routines, expectations and
character building. We have been producing some fantastic art pieces, measuring ourselves,
graphing, and practising rotations. Our writing is improving and we have been doing experiments
in Science, using Book Creator in Technologies and learning history in HaSS. Enjoy the photos
from the Cricket and Footy clinics also.

Ms Dee!




FROM THE YEAR 1/2 CLASSROOM




FROM THE YEAR 5/6 CLASSROOM

Welcome back to a new academic year!!

As we find ourselves already midway
through Term 1, it is remarkable to reflect
on the multitude of events and
achievements that have transpired thus
far. The term commenced with our
students immersing themselves in the
realm of Performing Arts, an endeavour
met with great enthusiasm and enjoyment.
Witnessing numerous students flourish
and demonstrate their talents was indeed
a gratifying experience.

In the second week, anticipation filled the
air as we awaited the announcement of
our 2024 student leaders. We commend all
individuals who expressed their interest
and delivered speeches, showcasing
commendable dedication and diligence.
Miss Ockerby expressed immense pride in
their collective efforts.

Heartfelt congratulations are in order for
Kaylee Jones and Stella Major, who have
been appointed as our Primary Student
Council leaders for the year, along with Riley Jones and Mia Thomas, our Primary Sports
Captains. We eagerly anticipate witnessing the collaborative efforts of these exceptional students
as they represent the Primary cohort throughout the year.

The 5/6 class recently had the privilege of engaging in an
enriching cricket session led by Jarrod. This outdoor
excursion provided an opportunity for students to hone
their skills in throwing, bowling, and batting, fostering a
spirit of camaraderie and encouragement amongst peers.




FROM THE YEAR 5/6 CLASSROOM

In Mathematics, students commenced the term by revisiting and delving into the intricacies of
place value. Notably, the 5/6 cohort had the distinct pleasure of participating in a session alongside
our esteemed Secondary Mathematics teacher, Mr. Fox. Through engaging activities and
interactive learning, students gained valuable insights into the high school curriculum, leaving

Mr. Fox pleasantly surprised by their depth of understanding.
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Looking ahead, the 5/6 class
eagerly anticipates the
forthcoming events of Term 1,
including the Good Standing
event, RHDS Swimming
Carnival, the GRIP Leadership
Camp for our primary leaders,
and the NAPLAN assessments
for our Year 5 cohort.




HaSS HAPPENINGS — Mrs Denham

Its been a very civic
minded start to HaSS
this year, with all year
groups focusing on
what it means to be
living in a democracy.
These short units
provide a good lead in
to the year as it
discusses the
importance of being a
member of a democracy and how we can do what we do. In the Year 9/10 class we take this a little
further by also looking at the structures of other country’s governments and comparing them to
Australia. To support us in achieving this, the Year 7/8s hosted the Student Council elections and
got to experience the running of a polling booth and
understand just how chaotic it can be on voting day.
Henry Denham (Year 7) and Noah Thomas (Year 7)
did a particularly strong job in coaching the younger,
less experienced voters through the process.

The Year 9/10s experienced different forms of
government during a straw tower building activity, and
were very surprised to find out that, in fact, Anarchy is
NOT an ideal state of government and was the least
productive. You can ask Jasmine and Auraya
specifically about this!

As we head towards the end of the month, we
will be wrapping up our understandings of
government systems with most assessments
due by the end of Week 5. Students will then
return from their long weekend ready to jump
into History, which will include the Ancient
World (year 7s), The Medieval Period (Year 8)
and the interwar years leading to World War Il
(Year 9/10).

Please enjoy these pictures of the students
experiencing civics and citizenship in a hands
on manner.




YEAR 7 POINT WALTER CAMP

During Week 3 the Year 7’s accompanied by Mrs Atkins,
Mr Fox and Ms Wrout attended a transition camp at Point
Walter in Perth. The aim of this camp was for the Year 7’s
to get to know each other and form some new bonds as a
cohort, work as a team and build on their communication
skills.

On Tuesday we were very lucky to visit the WA Museum
Boola Bardip in the centre of Perth. There were 5 levels for
us to explore and it was amazing! We looked at many
different types of wildlife and ocean life, Dinosaur
skeletons, landscapes including different types of rocks,
soils and moon fragments, and items used in everyday life
throughout history. Of course, some of the students and Mr
Fox found the old computer games and had to test them
out. It was all so interesting and could have spent the
whole day getting lost in the museum.

Wednesday and Thursday we stayed on camp and started
activities to help build our communication, teamwork and
getting out of our own comfort zones. We started at the
flying fox, some of us were a little scared to start with
others were full of confidence. It was great to see some
trying some trust falls where they fall off the platform
backwards, a few even went upside down and blind folded! We then cooled off in the pool where
we had to work as a team to build a raft to get to the other side without our feet getting wet. It was
interesting to see the different techniques that the two groups applied, and the teamwork was
fantastic.

Archery was another activity
that we all enjoyed, with our
instructor Callum very
impressed with the skill of
our kids and had to move the

targets back earlier than
expected. Henry was our
master shooter with getting very
close to a bullseye.



YEAR 7 POINT WALTER CAMP

The last activity for Wednesday
was catapults. The students
needed to all work together,
with the aid of some photos, to
build a catapult. They were then
able to shoot bean bags to gain
points with their accuracy.
Teamwork was again needed to
dismantle the catapult and pack
it away. They were all very tired
after a full day and excited for
the final day of activities.

After breakfast on Thursday the students were eager to get
to the crate climb. They have all been waiting to do this
activity and it did not disappoint. They all needed to
communicate and work as a team to build a structure of
crates that is stable enough for them to climb and reach the
rubber chicken. A few were a little nervous getting towards
the top of the structures, but their team encouraged them
and reminded them that they’ve “got you”. They all enjoyed
the activity and in the words of Myla “that was EPIC”.

Our next activity was some team games where we had to
learn to trust our partner and to listen and communicate with
them. We were split up into partners where one was blind folded, and the other partner had to
direct them through the maze of objects without stepping on anything. Two groups made up of
Macey and Lain, Noah and Mr Fox were the only groups to make it all the way through. Even
though some groups did not make it through the whole maze, great communication was being
used and a lot of laughs was had.



YEAR 7 POINT WALTER CAMP

After Lunch we were all very happy to stay indoors to design
and make our own kite. Staying inside for this session gave us
some relief from the heat of the 40 degree day. The students
quietly came up with a design they wanted on their kite and
proceeded to make their kite. They had the opportunity to take
them outside to fly their kite once they were done. Myla and
Cohen really enjoyed flying their kites and managed to get
them high in the sky. With the weather being too hot outside for
orienteering, we all chose to have some water play to finish off
the camp based activities. Much fun was had with the students
using the water guns and sponges towards the teachers.

To finish off the camp we all partook in
a game of ten pin bowling. Not many of
the students had played ten tin bowling
before, but some of them were
naturals. A lot of laughs were had,
especially at Ms Wrout’s technique.
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Myla was the highest scorer out of all of us,
only second behind Terry our bus driver. At
the end we were all ready for some sleep and
get ready for our long journey home on
Friday.

The staff at Point Walter were very impressed in the behaviour of our children and could not faulter
them. We are all very proud at the effort and behaviour everyone showed throughout the whole
camp.



2024 STUDENT COUNCILLORS

Head Boy Claude Bennell

Head Girl Bree-Anna Brooks
Student Councillor Jillian Cerro B
Student Councillor Pearl McManamon
Student Councillor Myla Lovenbury
Student Councillor Henry Denham
Student Councillor Stella Major

Student Councillor Kaylee Jones

Sports Captain Secondary Harrison Bermingham
Sports Captain Secondary Macey Green

Sports Captain Primary Mia Thomas

Sports Captain Primary Riley Jones

A word from our Head Girl, Bree Anna

Good morning, parents, students, and staff. It brings me great
joy and a sense of pride to stand before you all today as the
head girl for 2024. My name is Bree-Anna, and | am deeply
honoured to have this role in our school.

As head girl, | have the privilege of representing our school and
serving as a role model to all students. | am looking forward to
working with both the students and the community to create an
environment where everyone feels welcomed and supported,
As well as working with my fellow councillors to create new
opportunities for our students, in a clean, safe and inclusive
school.

I would like to thank you all for coming today and | hope for
your continued support in making this school an even better
place for everyone.

Claude Bennell’s Nomination Speech
Good Morning,

My name is Claude Bennell, as Head Boy you can trust me to
infuse more fun events, ensuring nobody feels left out and
create an environment that reflects care and respect for
everyone.

As head boy, Ill strive to foster a sense of belonging for all.
This year, | am ready to be a responsible leader and live up to
the values that the school upholds.

| will also get the community involved with in our school to build
relationships and get more opportunities for our students.

| look forward to being the head boy for 2024 and representing
our students and school.




2024 TERM 1 PLANNER

Term 4 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

January 29 30 31 1 2

February SDD Sbb Students return Student
Week 1 Nominations due

February 5 6 9
Week 2 Student Speeches | Student Voting Assembly — 9am

February 12 13 14 15 16
Week 3 Year 7 Transition 'Year 7 Transition Year 7 Transition Year 7 Transition Year 7 Transition
Camp Camp Camp Camp Camp

P and C

February 19
Week 4

February 27 1

Week 5 RDHS

Newsletter released . .
Swimming

Carnival
8
Good Standing Day

13 15
NAPLAN NAPLAN

18 19 20 21
NAPLAN NAPLAN NAPLAN NAPLAN
Pand C GRIP

25 26 27 28
NAPLAN Assembly
Newsletter released | Interschool Good Standing Day

Interim reports .
Parent Meetings Swimming Carnival

Secondary

Meetings/Assemblies Educational events

Sports events Deadlines/information Social




Every Day Counts

If you want your child to be successful at school then,
YES, attendance does matter!

1 or 2 days a week doesn’t seem much but

if your child That equals Which is And over 13 years of
| MiSSeS....vn. | | | schooiing that's
| 1 day per fortnight | 20 days peryear | 4 weeks per year | Nearly 1.5 years
| 1dayperweek | 40 daysperyear |8 weeks peryear | Over .5 years
| 2days per week | 80 days peryear | 16 weeks per year | Over § years
| 3days per week | 120 days per year | 24 weeks per year | Nea;[y__&y_ears

How about 10 minutes late a day? Surely that won’t affect my child?

| 10 mins per day | 50 minutes p/week | Nearly 1.5 weeks p/yr | Nearly half a year
| 20 mins per day | 1hr 40 mins p; week | Over 2.5 weeks p/year | Nearly one year

| 30 mins per day | Half a day p/ week | 4 weeks p/ year | Nearly 1.5 years
1hourperday | Onedayp/week |8 weeks p/year | Over 2.5 years
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Crunch&Sip
What foods can I pack for Crunch&Sip®?

The Crunch&Sip® break is a time to introduce

children to raw vegetables and fruit and Drink

encourage the water drinking habit. Fresh L _ _ _
vegetables and fruit are the best choice. X Any drinks other than plain water including

Please only send foods with a tick: fruit or vegetable juice, fruit juice drink, fruit
' cordial, mineral waters, carbonated water

All other foods not permitted include:
X Dips, including those that are vegetable based

X ‘Fruit’ products (eg fruit leather, fruit roll-ups,
fruit bars or similar)

Fruit X Fruit jams, jellies, pies and cakes

v All fresh fruit (eg whole fruits, chopped X Fruit canned in syrup or jelly or with
melon etc.) artificial sweeteners

|/ Fruit canned in vva’ger, g’uice or 'no added X Canned or processed Vege’[ables
sugar’ (eg peach slices

/ Dried fruit - A ——— X Vegetable or potato crisps, hot potato chips

concentrated sugar and tends to cling to X Vegetable pastries (pies, pasties, sausage
teeth, increasing risk of tooth decay rolls)

X Vegetable cakes, fritters, quiches, breads or
Water similar

X Popcorn

Vegetables

v’ All fresh vegetables (eg celery, carrot sticks,
broccoli bits etc.)

v Only plain water




